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BULLETIN    No.  27. 

PEAS— SWEET  CORN. 
PEAS. 

It  is  n  well  known  fact  that  nearly  ail  of  the  earliest  varieties  of 
peas  are  what  are  commonly  known  as  "smooth"  or  ''hard  ' 
peas;  the  poor  qnality  of  this  type  is  equally  well  known.  One 
of  the  aims  of  the  introducer  has  been  to  secure  a  sort  which 
should  possess  the  qualities  of  the  later  or  "wrinkled"  varieties 
and  at  the  same  time  be  as  earl}'  as  the  smooth  varieties.  Efforts 
in  this  direction  have  been  at  least  partially  rewarded  with  success. 
There  have  been  put  upon  the  market  during  the  past  few  years 
several  varieties  of  the  wrinkled  type  which  are  of  excellent 
quality  and  also  very  early. 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  call  attention  to  a  few  of  the 
newer  varieties  of  peas  which  have  given  good  satisfaction  as 
grown  in  the  station  gardens. 

Our  usual  rate  of  seeding  has  been  one  quart  of  seed  to  100  feet 
of  drill,  though  it  is  probable  that  one  quart  to  75  or  80  feet  of 
drill  may  be  a  more  profitable  rate. 

The  following  descriptions  are  of  wrinkled"  varieties  of  recent 
introduction  which  can  l)e  recommended  for  general  cultivation. 

Station,  (Gregory)  :  Of  moderately  vigorous  growth  ;  5  to 
peas  to  the  pod  ;  quality  good  ;  maturing  in  from  45  to  55  days. 

Morning  Star,  (Childs)  :  Growth  somewhat  less  vigorous  than 
Station ;  5  to  6  peas  to  the  pod  ;  quality  excellent ;  reaches  edible 
maturity  in  45  to  55  days. 

Exonian,  (Thorburn  &  Co.)  :  Vines  niedium  height  but  very 
small ;  foliage  noticeably  light  colored  :  about  6  peas  to  the  pod  ; 
maturing  in  from  50  to  60  days. 

Enrhj  Woodside,  (H.  N.  Smith):  Of  rather  dwarf  habit; 
6  peas  to  the  pod  ;  quality  good  ;  from  60  to  70  days  required  to 
reach  edible  matuaity. 
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Climax^  (Northrup,  Braslan  &  Goodwin  Co.)  :  A  very  tall 
variety  with  rather  small  vines  ;  one  of  the  roost  prolific  ;  quality 
not  of  the  best ;  matures  in  about  70  days. 

Echo^  (Burpee)  :  A  moderately  vigorous  grower;  7  peas  to  the 
pod ;  matures  in  from  65  to  75  days. 

Renown^  (Burpee)  :  Of  rather  dwarf  habit ;  prolific ;  season 
medium  to  late. 

NoWs  Excelsior^  (Maule)  :  A  dwarf  sort  about  1  foot  in  height : 
5  or  6  peas  to  the  pod  ;  matures  in  50  to  55  days.  Has  received 
many  favorable  comments  during  the  past  4  or  5  years.  • 

The  above  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  sorts  which  might  be 
mentioned  in  the  connection  of  new  varieties  "  but  to  increase 
the  list  would  be  doubtless  to  increase  the  indecision  if  one  were 
selecting  varieties  for  planting. 

In  our  comparison  of  varieties  such  well  known  sorts  as 
American  Wonder.  Heroine,  Stratagem,  Telephone,  Abundance, 
and  several  others  of  like  reputation  have  been  taken  as  the 
standard  of  excellence. 

Of  the  smooth  peas,  we  will  simply  make  mention  of  the  follow- 
ing varieties:  Maud  S.,  Sunol,  Summit,  Rural  New  Yorker, 
Alaska,  Daniel  O'Rourke  Improved.  These  varieties  have  no 
marked  distinctive  characteristics  aside  from  the  type  and  their 
chief  value  lies  in  the  earliuess  of  maturity. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  foregoing  descriptions  consider- 
able latitude  is  given  for  the  time  required  by  the  different  varie- 
ties to  reach  edible  maturity.  This  wide  variation  is  given  from 
the  fact  the  season  has  considerable  influence  upon  the  time 
required  to  reach  edible  maturity,  the  number  of  days  being  less 
in  a  warm  than  in  a  cold  season.  The  same  difference  is  notice- 
able in  the  time  required  for  the  maturity  of  early  and  late  sowed 
peas  of  the  same  variety. 

SAYEET  CORN, 

Although  corn  has  received  no  special  attention  at  this  station, 
several  varieties  have  been  grown  each  year  and  a  few  notes  taken 
concerning  their  behavior. 

Every  one  who  is  at  all  familiar  with  the  catalogue  of  the 
average  seedsman  is  equally  familiar  with  the 'high  sounding  and 
attractive  description  of  varieties  which  most  catalogues  contain. 
We  do  not  wish  to  infer  that  such  descriptions  are  given  for  the 
purpose  of  deceiving,  yet  the  fact  remains  that  if  one  bases  his 
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luitic'ipatioiis  on  the  (lescripUons  which  he  linds,  he  is  more  than 
likely  doomed  to  disappointment  at  tlie  results  which  be  obtains. 
While  this  condition  of  things  does  not  exist  in  regard  to  the 
descriptions  of  corn  to  the  extent  that  it  does  in  regard  to  many 
other  things,  yet  not  a  few  of  the  statements  are  misleading. 
Especially  have  we  found  this  to  be  true  as  to  statements  concern- 
ing the  date  of  maturity.  V%ry  often  varieties  described  as 
"early"  have  proven  so  late  as  to  be  almost  worthless,  and 
several  so  called  medium  sorts  have  failed  to  mature  at  all.  A 
|)lausible  excuse  may  appear,  however,  for  this  apparent  decep- 
tion when  we  consider  the  fact  that  practically  all  of  the  seeds 
disseminated  by  the  larger  seed  companies  are  produced  in  a 
climate  where  the  growing  season  is  considerably  longer  than  in 
Maine. 

The  following  table  represents  most  concisely  the  more  impor- 
tant i)oints  relative  to  the  varieties  grown  the  past  season  : 

Table  I. 


Variety 


Source  of  Seed. 


An 


o  o 

03  o3 


(AM 


Q 


Beet  of  All  

Cory  (White)   .. 

Crosby's  Early   

Early  "Dawn  

Early  Sweet  

Karl y  Sunrise  

Early  A'erniont  

Eastman's  Early  

Ilance's  Early  

Henderson  Sugar   

Ilickox  Hybrid  

Honey  

Lackey's  Early  Sweet  — 

New  England  

Perry's  Hybrid  

Quincy  INlarket  

Shaker's  Earlv  

Stabler's  Early  

Melrose  

XX  Sugar   

Livingj-ton's  Evergreen. 

Acme  Evergreen  

Burlington  Hybrid  

Country  Gentleman  

Early  Large  Eight-rowed 


H.  W.  Buckbee  I.July  24lAug. 

J.  M.Thorburn  &  Co...  July  12'.July 
J.  M.  Thorburn  &  Co...  -July  20  Aug. 

Johnson  &  Stokes  July  24  Aug. 

D.  iM.  Ferry  &  Co  Tuly  24  Aug. 

Iowa  Seed  Co   Jul}-  12  July 

A.  W.  Livingston's  Sons  .Tuly  12  -luly 

Eastman  Seed  Co  July  12  .luly 

A.W.Livingston's  Sous  July  24  Aug. 
Peter  Henderson  &  Co.  Julv  24  Aug. 

D.  M.  Ferry  &  Co  lulV  17  Aug. 

Johnson  &  Stokes  July  24  Au^-. 

J.  J.  H.  Gregory  &  Son.  July  12  Julv 

D.  M.  Ferry  &  Co   July  1.5  Aug. 

J.  M.  Thorburn  &  Co.  ■ .  July  20  Au<r. 
J.  J.  H.  Gregory  &  Co..  July  1.5  July 
A.  W.  Livingston's  Sons  July  241  Aug. 

J.  J.  H.  Gregory  &  Son.  July  291   

J.  M.  Thorburn  &  Co.. .'Julv  26lAug. 

W.  H.  Maule  July  24  Aug. 

A.  W.  Livingston's  Sons  July  24  Aug. 

Iowa  Seed  Co   July  29, Aug. 

A.  W.  Livingston's  Sous  July  29|Aug. 

Johnson  &  Stokes   .July  30|Aug. 

A.  W.  Livingston's  SonsiJuly  27lAug. 


1  Sept.  2 

24' Aug.  17 
T)  Sept.  2 
7  Sept.  7 
7  Sept.  11 
2(j  Aug.  17 
2H  Aug.  24 
2f),Aug.  17 
10  Sept.  11 
7  Sept.  7 
7  Sept.  7 
10  Sept.  7 
2(;  Aug.  17 
1  Aug.  31 
.5  Sept.  7 
301  Aug.  26 
S.Sept.ll 


to  .  I 


104 

100 
100 

loo! 

79 
93 
100 


I  Sept.  11  104 


Sept.  5 
7  Sept.  11 

10  Sept.  15 

19  Did  not  , 
7  r'ch  ed-j 

17|iblema-i. 

lOjturity.  I, 


98 
104 
lUS: 


The  varieties  named  above  were  all  planted  the  last  of  May. 
The  first  "killing  frost  was  about  the  middle  of  September,  so  that 
in  addition  to  the  varieties  which  failed  to  reach  edible  maturitv 
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those  which  matured  on  or  after  Sept.  11,  of  which  there  were 
several,  were  of  but  very  little  value  for  table  use,  as  the  date  of 
edible  maturity  given  in  column  five  refers  to  the  day  on  which  the 
first  ear  was  found  which  had  reached  an  edible  condition  ;  this 
date,  in  most  cases,  was  several  days  before  enough  ears  could  be 
picked  to  test  the  varieties. 

For  several  years  past  the  Cory  has  been  the  standard  of  earli- 
ness,  but  in  quality  it  is  far  from  perfection.  As  may  be  observed 
by  referring  to  the  table,  several  varieties  were  grown  the  past 
season  which  came  to  edible  maturity  on  the  same  date  as  Cory — 
79  days  from  date  of  planting.  The  variety — Early  Sunrise — 
seems  worthy  of  special  mention.  The  quality  compares  verv 
favorablj^  with  that  of  most  later  varieties  and  it  was  the  most 
prolific  variety  grown. 

Of  the  varieties  which  failed  to  reach  edible  maturity,  we  would 
call  attention  to  the  Country  Gentleman,  from  the  fact  that  since 
its  introduction  several  years  ago,  no  variety  has  received  more 
favorable  comment  than  this  one,  but  for  this  State  it  is  of  little 
value  on  account  of  its  lateness.  It  mav  mature  under  the  most 
favorable  conditions  although  it  has  been  grown  here  for  the  past 
three  years  and  in  no  case  has  it  reached  an  edible  condition 
before  frosts,  when  given  ordinary  field  culture. 

P'or  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  desire  to  purchase  seeds  direct 
of  seedsmen  the  addresses  of  the  seed  merchants  referred  to  iu 
tiie  above  table  are  given  herewith:  J.  M.  Thorburn  &  Co.,  15 
John  St.,  New  York  ;  Johnson  &  Stokes.  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  D.  M. 
Ferry  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.  ;  A.  W.  Livingston's  Sons,  Columbus, 
Ohio;  J.  J.  H.  Gregory  &  Son,  Marblehead,  Mass.  Peter 
Henderson  &  Co.,  35  and  37  Cortlandt  St.,  New  York;  Iowa 
Seed  Co.,  DesMoines,  Iowa;  Eastman  Seed  Co.,  East  Sumner, 
Maine;  Wm.  Henry  Maule,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  :  H.  W.  Buckbee, 
Rockford.  111. 

H    P.  GOULD. 

Maine  State  College,  ) 
Orono,  Me.,  March  18,  1896.  j 


